New role for China and Russia
By Paul Schmutz, The Saker Blog, 28 October 2020

On the world stage, profound changes are under way. Obviously, China and Russia have lost
the confidence that the West will contribute to the solution of the world’s problems in some
constructive manner. China and Russia have now accepted their role as the leading forces
with the responsibility of holding the world together. The West held this role for centuries,
but this time is over. The West has essentially become destructive. The West has lost the
power of solving problems and now use her resources mainly for creating problems. In my
eyes, this is the central evolution of the last months and it is an epochal change.

China and Russia did not easily decide to go ahead without the West. They have hesitated for
a long time. They are quite aware of the burden they will have to bear. Other countries have
led the way. In particular, Iran and North Korea have come to the conviction already some
time ago that they cannot count on the West. The same is true for Hezbollah, for Syria, for
Cuba, or for Venezuela. But apparently, China and Russia did not intend to “blindly” follow
these countries. However, not only the moment has come to take a decision, but China and
Russia now also feel strong enough to advance without the West, or, maybe more precisely,
despite the West.

The new role for China and Russia includes a lot of functions. They have to defend some
kind of international order and law; they have to maintain and even strengthen important
international organizations, in particular the UNO; they have to try to contain regional
conflicts; they have to propose possible solutions for the world’s problems. Of course, this
cannot and will not be done in a dictatorial manner. China and Russia always insist that the
decisions must be taken in a much more democratic spirit than that which was —and is —
practiced by the West.

It is a fact that the West does more and more undermine any kind of international law and
order. Their international politics is destructive. There are countless sanctions against other
countries, there are murders, conspiracies, and lies. In recent times, there is no conflict in the
world where the West has tried to support a peaceful solution, may-be with the exception of
Afghanistan and — at least for some time — of the two Koreas. And during the current
pandemic, the West has made no effort in order to propose a common reaction of the world,;
countries like China, Russia, and Cuba did much more in this direction.

It is not a simple coincidence that China and Russia used the occasion of the 75th anniversary
of the victory in World War |1, the 3 September, in order to clarify their new role. Namely,
during this war, Russia and China already bore the principal responsibility for the victory
over the fascist aggressors.

In this context, Xin Jinping wrote to Vladimir Putin: ,,China and Russia both shoulder
important responsibilities for the cause of world peace and development. | am ready to work
with you to take the 75th anniversary of the victory of the World Anti-Fascist War as an
opportunity to lead China and Russia towards deeper comprehensive strategic coordination.
Together with the international community, we should firmly protect our victory in World
War Il and international fairness and justice, actively uphold and practice multilateralism,
promote the building of a community with a shared future for mankind, in a bid to allow
future generations to enjoy a world featuring lasting peace, universal security and common
prosperity.*



Vladimir Putin, on the same occasion (3 September), wrote to Xi Jinping that ,,it is a common
responsibility of Russia and China to safeguard the truth of WWII history* and called on the
two countries to resolutely oppose any attempt to deny the outcomes of the war. Russia is
ready “to continue active efforts jointly with its ally China in order to prevent wars and
conflicts in the world and ensure global stability and security.”

In his speech at the Valdai Discussion Club (22 October), Putin has very much developed the
new role of Russia (and China). This is an absolutely crucial speech, including the questions
and answers. In particular, Putin explains that a strong state which has the confidence of the
citizens is “a basic condition for Russia’s development”. Putin underlines that ,,genuine
democracy and civil society cannot be ‘imported’ ... only the citizens of a particular country
can determine their public interest”.



