
Less for more: Dredging price tag rattles proponents 

The Cairns Post, 30 January 2019 

TRINITY Inlet dredging advocates have questioned how Cairns Shipping Development costs 

have blown out by $7.6 million despite the project being scaled back. 

Cairns Port Development president Ron Crew was baffled by the $127.6 million price tag 

issued since Building Queensland completed its detailed business case. 

He said the estimated volume of marine sediment for relocation as now 740,000 cubic metres 

to be dumped at the Northern Sands quarry and 50,000 cubic metres at the end of Tingira St 

in Portsmith, despite approvals being in place for up to 1 million cubic metres. 

 “The question is: If the volume of relocated marine sediment is the lesser amount of 790,000 

cubic metres, what amount may the cost estimate reduce by?” Mr Crew asked. 

“We would expect the overall cost may only reduce marginally as the majority of cost is the 

bund walls, pumps, piping and dredging, that are fixed costs. 

“We consider this to be a very expensive project in comparison to alternative locations that 

may have been used. 

“We would hope Northern Sands site can take the full 1 million cubic metres, as the council 

approval has made provision for the larger amount.” 

Mr Crew ships entering the port would be limited to 300m in length, ruling out the 320m 

Voyager class which would be the dominant cruise ship in Australian waters by 2026. 

“The project is delayed, is very expensive and is insufficient”, he said. 

 

Cairns Shipping Development Project 

Cairns Post,  8 August 2018 

THE dredging of Trinity Inlet is shaping up to be a multimillion-dollar windfall for former 

Cairns pub baron Tom Hedley. 

The former high profile developer is the owner of Northern Sands, the Holloways Beach 

quarry where 1 million cubic metres of dredge spoil is proposed to be dumped, as part of the 

Cairns Shipping Development Project. 

Development applications for earthworks associated with the $120 million project — to 

widen and deepen the city’s shipping channel to accommodate larger cruise ships — were 

lodged last week with Cairns Regional Council. 

The plans detail the first phase of the project, involving the construction of the “Northern 

Sands Dredge Material Placement Area” on land within the Barron Delta, containing Mr 

Hedley’s sand quarry, waste disposal and processing facility. 



New bunds would be built at the quarry, which would be used alongside the placement of soft 

clay dredge material from Trinity Inlet. 

The dredge spoil is to be delivered from the inlet into the area as a slurry through a 7.5km 

pipeline. 

Ports North’s revised environmental impact statement (EIS) for the project shows site 

acquisition for the land placement of the dredge spoil will cost $10.8 million. 

Compensation costs to other land holders may also be part of the site acquisition costs. 

Mr Hedley declined to comment yesterday, citing a confidentiality agreement with the port 

authority. 

 

 


