Coming soon, a dramatic decline in US hegemony
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The state-owned Bank of China has been ordered by an American court to hand over customer
information to the US. The bank has refused to comply, as to do so would violate China’s
privacy law. The US court has subsequently ordered the Bank of China to pay a fine of $50,000
per day.

Any guess as to how this is likely to turn out?

China is a sovereign nation, halfway around the globe from the US, yet the US seems to feel
that it’s somehow entitled to set the rules for China (as well as the other nations in the
world). When China sees fit to develop islands in the South China Sea that it has laid claim to
for centuries, it begins to hear threatening noises from the US military. A candidate for US
president declares that he would buzz the islands with Air Force One, the Presidential jet,
saying, "They'll know we mean business."

The US has become so drunk with power

All over the world, those who live outside the US are increasingly observing that the US has
become so drunk with power that they’re threatening both friend and foe with fines, trade
restrictions, monetary sanctions, warfare, and invasions.

And in so-observing, those of us who have studied the history of empires note that history is
once again repeating itself. Time and time again, great empires build themselves up through
industriousness and sound economic management only to subsequently decline into debt,
complacency, and an entitlement mind-set.

Over the millennia, empires as disparate as Persia, Rome, Spain, and Great Britain rose to
dominate the world. Of course, we know how those empires turned out and, by extension, we
might hazard an educated guess as to how the present American Empire will end.

Sociopathic trends

In the final throes of empire-decline, we invariably observe the more sociopathic trends
of a failing power, such as we’re seeing today from the US.

First and foremost, any empire declines as a result of economic mismanagement. Decline
from within (pandering to the populace with “bread and circuses”) and without (endless
conqguest and/or maintenance of dominance over far-flung geography) drain even the wealthiest
government. Even eighteenth-century Spain, with all its billions in stolen New World gold,
could not pay its ever-increasing bills and warfare-driven debt.

Typically, the empire of the day enjoys the world’s greatest fighting force/armada/weapons
build-up yet, when the money runs out, the war machine simply stops. Soldiers think more
about their empty bellies than how much ammunition they have left. Generals continue to issue
orders, but they cease to be followed after the supply lines begin to dry up.
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They assume all the goodwill is permanent

And the leaders of a collapsing empire invariably make a fatal mistake: they assume that
all the goodwill the empire gained when it was on its rise is permanent — that it will continue,
even if the empire behaves like the world’s foremost bully.

This is never the outcome. Invariably, as the decline nears its end, allies, without ever saying
so, begin to withdraw their support. We see this today, as European leaders (America’s most
essential allies) realise that the empire is becoming an arrogant liability and they begin cutting
deals with the other side, as European leaders are now doing with Russia and others.

For a century or more, there’s been much talk amongst highly placed government and
industry leaders of a New World Order, and there can be no doubt that this has been a
long-term objective for Western leaders. They see themselves as being at the head of this
order, with the rest of the powers coming along for the ride and the non-powers being forced
to comply.

Ever-expanding draconian legislation

The US, with its ever-expanding draconian legislation, clearly intends to bring this Orwellian
ideal to fruition in the relatively near future as they speed up the process of dominance over
all. With some countries, such as the traditional allies, it’s intended to be implemented through
coercion and a promise of inclusiveness. For those who the US does not hold close, but needs
as trading partners, this is intended to be achieved through fines, trade restrictions, and
sanctions (if possible) and force (if necessary). The lesser countries will be overcome through
bullying or, if necessary, invasion.

But, again, empires decline principally through loss of economic power. And the US is
attempting the greatest world-control in history at the same time as the money is running out.

Many people (conspiracy theory advocates and otherwise) acknowledge that an effort exists to
create a New World Order, with the US at its head and the EU as its little brother and co-
conspirator. Many of these theorists believe that Russia and China only pretend to oppose the
order but secretly only seek to have a place at the table.

| think not.

Political leaders, more often than not, tend to have sociopathic tendencies. Above all their
other goals, the desire to be omnipotent reigns supreme. Most leaders will do extraordinarily
stupid things to maintain or expand their own personal power. Countless leaders have destroyed
their own country rather than relinquish power over it.

A faulty assumption

To think that leaders of other great powers, such as China and Russia, will willingly comply
just to get to break bread with the US in the same room is a faulty assumption.

Of course, as we’re observing, the US is now obsessively demonstrating its perceived power
over all, bulling its allies, invading one small nation after another, and threatening its trading



partners. They fail, as do all sociopaths, to even consider that it can all come crashing down
and, for that reason, are failing to see the warning signs as they occur.

Of course, it’s important to remember that those leaders of other nations, who are holding the
cards, will not wish to utterly destroy the US. They will not seek a Treaty of Versailles. They
will hope to re-invent America as a consumer, but without its fangs.

To whatever level the US falls in the coming years, their leaders won’t see it coming.
They’ll understand that there’ll be pushback from trading partners, but they’1l believe it can be
overcome with a combination of cajoling and force. What they will thoroughly fail to see
coming is that when the knives are drawn by the other major nations, America’s allies, too,
will have had enough. They’ll see a better future with those nations that are still behaving in a
reasonable fashion than to continue to side with the fearful US Goliath.

Countries fall from grace with amazing speed

As Doug Casey has stated, “Countries fall from grace with amazing speed.” Quite so. Just as
the Roman senators that had previously supported Caesar joined in with those that openly
opposed him and took part in his assassination, so America’s formerly staunch allies will join
in when the other major powers make their move. There’s been an unstated deterioration in the
loyalty of US allies in recent years and, when they turn, | believe they will do so decisively.
The Caesar that was bowed to only yesterday will find himself alone in his fate tomorrow when
the knives are drawn against him.

So, what do we take away from this? An interesting little history lesson? Well, hopefully more.
Hopefully, we’ll recognise that, as threatening as the US Goliath is at present, there will, at
some point in the coming years, be dramatic and rather sudden change. When this occurs, our
lives, liberty, and wealth will not be unaffected.

In my opinion, we shall see a “New World Disorder” — a dramatic decline in US hegemony,
coupled with a scramble by other nations to fill the void. Those who fare best within it will be
those who made the necessary preparations ahead of time.



